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their tuition. They went to school almost 
without any cost, substantially free,’’ 
Lawson said. ‘‘A resident law student next 
year will pay between $21,000 and $22,000 in 
tuition. You can’t work your way through 
school at that level. I have students grad-
uating with $100,000 or more in loan debts 
that will affect them for the rest of their 
lives. Shame on us.’’ 

f 

EGYPT 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, last week 
Egyptian government investigators 
working on behalf of a judge who is 
overseeing a 4-year-old case against 
international and Egyptian nongovern-
mental organizations, NGOs, visited 
the main office of the Cairo Institute 
for Human Rights Studies, or CIHRS, 
and asked for registration and finan-
cial documents. The investigators re-
portedly tried to pass off an informal 
search warrant as legal cover, but 
CIHRS staff made clear they couldn’t 
search the office without an official 
one. The investigators left, but their 
message was clear: a new crackdown is 
on the way. 

According to information I have re-
ceived, CIHRS is the second organiza-
tion to receive such a visit this year. 
The same investigators previously vis-
ited another organization, the Egyp-
tian Democratic Academy, and looked 
into their activities and funding 
sources. Four members of the academy 
have since been banned from leaving 
Egypt. 

Some Senators may remember this 
case: it is the same one that led to the 
conviction of 43 foreign and Egyptian 
NGO workers, including 16 Americans, 
in 2013. The fact that the Egyptian au-
thorities have decided to resuscitate 
this old case against these NGOs shows 
that President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi’s 
administration is confident that it can 
silence critical voices with little inter-
national objection. 

Since the 2011 revolution, the govern-
ment has made several efforts to re-
place a harsh 2002 law on associations— 
unevenly implemented under former 
President Hosni Mubarak—with even 
more draconian regulations, including 
a draft law that would have given the 
government and security agencies ef-
fective veto power over NGO boards of 
directors, foreign funding, and very ex-
istence. Although a new law has yet to 
be passed, the authorities have pre-
viously raided or detained staff from 
respected organizations such as the 
Hisham Mubarak Law Center, Human 
Rights Watch, Amnesty International, 
and the Egyptian Center for Economic 
and Social Rights. 

I am deeply concerned with the rein-
vigoration of this 4-year-old case and 
the message it sends about Cairo’s in-
tent to restrict independent NGOs. I 
am similarly concerned with recent 
press reports alleging that the authori-
ties have disappeared a significant 
number of young people, some of whom 
later died, in a coordinated campaign, 
activists say, to silence dissent. Such 
actions, if true, are deplorable and are 

no way to effectively combat terrorism 
and related insecurity. 

Support for a strong and flourishing 
independent civil society is a critical 
part of any pluralistic society, but we 
are seeing the reverse in Egypt. As the 
ranking member of the Appropriations 
Subcommittee on the Department of 
State and Foreign Operations which 
provides assistance for Egypt, I am dis-
mayed by the al-Sisi government’s re-
jection of basic freedoms, whether it is 
the right to express oneself or the right 
to assemble. Such repressive tactics 
are not likely to contribute to greater 
security or stability in Egypt—instead 
they are likely to do just the opposite. 

f 

VOTES ON NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT AND MO-
TION TO PROCEED TO DEFENSE 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise 
today to commend the honorable men 
and women in Maryland—including the 
28,939 men and women on Active Duty, 
the 6,223 in the National Guard, our Re-
servists, and our civilian employees 
and contractors—who are serving our 
Nation. 

When I go around the State to bases 
such as Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center, Fort Meade, Fort 
Detrick, the U.S. Naval Academy, and 
others, I see the people who put their 
lives on the line every day to defend 
America. 

I support you. I am fighting to make 
sure you and your families have the re-
sources you need, from equipment, to 
training, to fresh, healthy food at our 
commissaries. That is why today I 
voted against the final passage of the 
National Defense Authorization Act 
and the motion to proceed to the De-
fense appropriations bill. My vote was 
not a vote against our national de-
fense; it was a vote for our national de-
fense. It was a vote to end sequester 
and a vote for military readiness. 

How will voting against a funding 
bill help end sequester? Because it 
brings us to the table now—in June—to 
agree on how we are going to fund the 
vital programs that we all agree are 
necessary to protect our Nation. Not in 
September. Not in November. Not when 
another funding deadline looms or 
when there is a clock ticking until the 
government shuts down. We are going 
to address this now, so the Senate can 
do its job to support our troops, our 
military families, our veterans, and 
our national security. 

National security is more than the 
Department of Defense. We need diplo-
macy around the world to prevent con-
flicts when we can and end them once 
started. So we need our State Depart-
ment. We need embassy security to 
keep our Foreign Service safe—and 
that is not funded by the Department 
of Defense. 

Our law enforcement agencies here at 
home also protect our national secu-
rity. The FBI, tracking down ‘‘lone 
wolf’’ terrorists; the Coast Guard, pro-

tecting our coasts from smugglers and 
drug traffickers; Customs and Border 
Patrol; the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration; Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement—all standing sentry to 
protect America. Yet none are funded 
by the Department of Defense. 

Nation states and organized crime 
are infiltrating our cyber networks, 
and we need the Department of Home-
land Security, the FBI, and the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology to help us protect dot-com and 
dot-gov. Those key cyber warriors are 
not funded by the Department of De-
fense. 

Finally, we need troops ready for 
duty. Sadly, only one in four recruits 
can pass muster, many for lack of edu-
cation or lack of physical fitness. We 
need great schools turning out great 
graduates ready to work. We need 
childhood nutrition to feed them 
healthy meals that build healthy bod-
ies. But education and nutrition are 
not funded by the Department of De-
fense. 

In order make the Department of De-
fense successful, we need to stop 
hollowing out America. This means 
making sure our other agencies have 
the resources necessary to meet na-
tional security needs at home and 
abroad. 

However, the Republican Budget uses 
two sets of rules—first, pretend funding 
for basic, essential military oper-
ations—things that are supposed to be 
in the base budget—taken from the 
Overseas Contingency Operations, OCO, 
account that was created for funding 
wars. This gimmick allows $38 billion 
of extra defense spending by evading 
the budget caps. The second rule the 
Republicans are using is saying: We are 
going to apply the sequester budget 
constraints to the rest of the Federal 
agencies. That is not acceptable, but 
we can fix it. 

We need to end sequester for defense, 
without gimmicks, and we need to end 
sequester for the rest of our agencies. 
We need to make sure defense has the 
right resources, but we also need to 
make sure that the other agencies that 
protect our country and make it great 
and are not included in the Defense bill 
have the resources they need too. 
Today, I voted no to moving to the De-
fense appropriations bill, but that no is 
meant to speed up the process of get-
ting a better outcome for our troops 
and our country. 

Many of my colleagues fail to men-
tion that we in Congress can go 
through these motions: We can pass 
funding bills, go to conference, and 
send them to the President’s desk. But 
that will do no good if the President 
vetoes these bills, which he has said he 
will do if they include budget gim-
micks. 

I hope that after having this vote, 
our leadership will sit down and nego-
tiate a new budget deal, now in June. 
We need to have a real solution for the 
budget constraints that impact all of 
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